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Catholics and permitted the exiled priests also to return. Gontamund
died in 496, and his brother Thrasimund was called to the crown, of whom
mention hath been made in the life of St Fulgentius. St Gregory of Tours
relates that by his authority the judges condemned our saint, one Longinus,
and St Vmdemial, Bishop of Capsa in Africa, to be beheaded. St Vindemial
died by the sword; but the tyrant commanded St Eugenius to be led to
the place of execution, and though he protested under the axe that he would
rather lose his life than depart from the Catholic faith, he was again brought
back to Carthage and banished into Languedoc, which country was then
subject to Alaric, King of the Visigoths, who was also an Arian. He died
in his exile in a monastery which he built and governed at Viance (since
called St Amaranth's, from the tomb of that martyr), about a mile from
Albi. He passed to a better life in 505, on the ijth of July. King Hilderic
afterwards recalled the surviving exiled prelates; but peace was not per-
fectly restored to that church before the year 534, when Belisarius, a
general who was master of all the maxims of the first Romans with regard
to the art of war, vanquished Gelimer, the last Vandal king in Africa,
and sent him prisoner to Constantinople.

The saints chose to suffer every temporal loss, torment, or death with
which the world could threaten them rather than lose the holy treasure
of faith. " Faith is the solid foundation of all virtues/' says St Ambrose.
And in another place he cries out: " O faith, richer than all treasures!
more healing and sovereign than all medicines! " Our faith, if true, must
have three conditions or qualities. I. It must be firm, admitting no doubt
or wavering; ready to brave all dangers, torments, and death; thus it filled
the martyrs with joy under the most affrighting trials, and made them
triumph over fires and the sword. 2. It must be entire; for the least
wilful obstinate error concerning one article destroys the whole fabric of
faith by rejecting its motive which is everywhere the same testimony of
divine revelation. " You who believe what you please, and reject what
you please, believe yourselves or your own fancy, rather than the gospel,"
as St Austin says. 3. Faith must be active, animated by charity, fruitful
in good works. A dead or a barren faith is compared by St James to a
carcase without a soul, and to the faith of the devils who believe and
tremble. How active and animated was faith in the souls of all the saints!
the eminent virtues which we admire in them were all the fruit of their
faith and sprang from this root. With what care ought we to nourish and
improve this holy seed in our breasts!
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